MEDIA RELEASE
Issued 29 May 2020

International Sex Workers Day
International Sex Workers Day on June 2 provides an opportunity for us to support the rights
of sex workers in South Australia and advocate for the decriminalisation of sex work.
Sex work is criminalised in South Australia which means that those engaging in relevant
sex work activities can be prosecuted for criminal offences. SIN, SIDAC (Sex Industry
Decriminalisation Action Committee) and Scarlet Alliance (Australian Sex Workers Association)
advocate for decriminalisation which is seen as a best practice model by sex workers and
supportive community-based organisations.
The decriminalisation of sex work would improve the safety, sexual health, emotional wellbeing
and financial security of sex workers. Whilst sex workers may be more vulnerable to assault
and exploitation, research shows this vulnerability is impacted by the policing, stigma and lack
of labor rights which current sex work laws encourage.1
In a recent statement SIDAC said:
“Sex work will always exist, but is up to us to determine and guarantee, the conditions and
safety of those involved. South Australia must decriminalise the industry in the best interests
of both sex workers and the broader community".
On this International Sex Workers Day we continue to support the decriminalisation of sex
work in South Australia and its potential for positive impacts on the human rights of sex
workers and the health of sex workers and the general public.
To learn more about the decriminalisation of sex work in South Australia visit:
http://sexworklawreformsa.com/resources/
For further information and media enquiries contact Tracey Hutt, Director Workforce Education
and Development on tracey.hutt@shinesa.org.au or 0434 937 036.
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