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Decriminalisation of Sex Work in South Australia

On 31 May 2019, the Sex Industry Network (SIN) will gather at Parliament House to rally for
the decriminalisation of the South Australian sex industry and to recognise International Sex
Workers Day.

In South Australia sex work is criminalised, prohibiting sex work so that those engaging in relevant
activities can be prosecuted for criminal offences. SIN and Scarlet Alliance (Australian Sex
Workers Association) advocate for decriminalisation which is seen as a best practice model by sex
workers and community-based organisations.

In a recent statement SIN said:

“Sex work is skilled labour. We deserve the same industrial protections as any other worker in
South Australia and, currently, what sets us apart is the criminalisation of the industry within which
we CHOOSE to work.”

Natasha Miliotis, Chief Executive of SHINE SA said:
“We support the work of SIN and their advocacy for the decriminalisation of sex work in SA.

Amnesty International, the United Nations and the World Health Organization have all called
for the full decriminalisation of consensual sex work as the scientific evidence is now clear —
criminalisation itself leads to harm®.

From a public health perspective decriminalisation is important to not only reduce
stigma and discrimination, but to improve the health and safety of workers, clients and the
broader community?.”

For more information on SIN’s celebration of International Sex Workers Day and the rally for the
decriminalisation of the South Australian sex industry visit www.sin.org.au.

For further information contact Tracey Hutt, Director Workforce Education and Development on
tracey.hutt@shinesa.org.au or 0434 937 036.

1 https://www.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/pubmed/30532209
2 https://theconversation.com/new-report-shows-compelling-reasons-to-decriminalise-sex-work-83955
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